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France, England and Russia so that completely harmonious
advice can be given at the Sublime Porte." 146 Two days
later he emphasized both at London and St Petersburg:
"It remains understood that the concert of the three
[Entente] Powers is necessary for every collective
action." m
In contrast to Poincare's policy of "Entente Solidarity,"
Count Berchtold proposed on August 13 that all the Great
Powers enter collectively into a discussion, with a view to
securing reforms from Turkey and restraining the Balkan
States from disturbing the status quo.1** Count Berchtold
was thus the first of the European diplomatists to propose
collective European, action in view..pjjhe increasing tension
pe^weStTTurkey and the Balkan States, although he had no
such definite knowledge of the explosive material hidden in
the secret Balkan Treaties as had Sazonov and Poinc&re.
He acted without first consulting his own Ally, and, at first
sight, one is inclined to praise him for taking a statesman-
like stand, in favor of preserving peace by the Concert of
Europe.149 But it appears his proposal was dictated mainly
by a desire to "be important," to offset newspaper criticisms
of his indolent do-nothing methods, and to seem to take the
initiative in the Balkan Problem before Sazonov and Poin-
care should announce something from St. Petersburg.150
Moreover, Berchtold's proposalwas so vague, both in its
wording and in his own mind, that it did not commend itself
1*6 Affaires Balkaniques, I, 45.
1*7 Affaires Balkaniques, I, 60 f. In this case, though not always, Sir
Edward Grey and M. Sazonov agreed with him in placing "Entente Soli-
darity" ahead of the "Concert of Europe."
148 Affaires Balkaniques, I, 34 ff.; G.P., XXXIII, 47 ff.
1*9 Fabre-Luce, La Victoire, Paris, 1924, p. 165, takes M. Poincare
severely to task for declining "the first part of these proposals" of
Berchtold. Poincare's reply (II, 160ff.) to Fabre-Luce is not just; he
talks about a different stage in the Berchtold proposals.
150 GP., XXXIII, 50 f., 61 f., 89 ff., 99. Kiderlen contemptuously
speaks of Berchtold's Wichtigtuerei as "stirring up much dust," but
as imDracticaL